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A

Story
Behind Every

Name

Fallen World War II Heroes
from La Salle No Longer Unsung

the first word

A Generation that Changed La Salle
BY JOHN J. ROONE Y, PH.D., ’46

IN THE SPRING 1992 EDITION OF LA SALLE MAGAZINE,

John Rooney reflected on “The Way We Were,” describing the
campus in the early 1940s—a place where competitive card
games took place in the student lounge, where there was just
one campus telephone (in the President’s Office), and where
formal dances featured entertainment by bands with names
like Johnny McGee and the Tiddly Winks.
In an excerpt from that essay, Rooney
remembers the turning point when the
war that had seemed so far away suddenly came to American soil, changing
the course of Rooney’s and so many of
his classmates’ lives.
Then came December 7, 1941,
the “date that will live in infamy.”
That “dastardly attack by the Empire
of Japan” on Pearl Harbor changed
our lives and that of La Salle.
In the summer of 1942, I took
a job as a bakery worker on the ovens
at Nabisco. I also was accepted into
the Navy V-5 program as an aviation
cadet and told to continue college
until the Navy called me. ...
In 1942–43, enrollment at La Salle
plummeted as more of us answered
the call to the colors. In the two years
following my departure for flight
training, enrollment reached a low
of about 90 students. The high school
expanded, even holding classes in College
Hall, to help La Salle survive financially. At the end of the
war, after two and a half years in the Navy, I was serving as
a primary flight instructor in Indiana. By November 1945,
I was at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, ready to be discharged.
Ready for the post-war world. And I was returning as a new
and more sophisticated person. Before the war I had never
been outside of Philadelphia, except for trips to the South
Jersey shore (typically to Wildwood). Now I had been to
New York, Chicago, and New Orleans (and even to Ocean
City). Although I had liked La Salle well enough, I had
since been to Penn, Franklin and Marshall, Oberlin, Chapel
Hill, and Purdue, and I had heard stories about college life
at other places from friends in the Navy. I had the G.I. Bill
to pay tuition and a little money in savings. I could go
to any college in the country for my senior year; and I had
time to relax and mull over my choice. But one of the first

things I did was to visit La Salle. I discussed my plans with
the dean, Brother Gregory Paul, one of my former teachers
and a man for whom I had great respect. He listened
attentively to my ideas, even suggesting additional colleges
and universities I might consider. Then he added matter-offactly: “If you wanted to return to La Salle, you could start
right away and graduate in June.”
I was incredulous. “But it’s November.
How could I start now?”
“You could catch up,” he said. He was
a pragmatic man who believed you
could accomplish anything if you worked
hard enough. And besides, the college
needed the tuition revenue.
I didn’t hesitate. I soon found myself
in class with other recently discharged
veterans eager to get on with their lives.
Brother Paul was made President
shortly thereafter. He asked if I could
teach his course in Physical Chemistry
in the spring term. Of course! Why not?
We had just won the war. We could
do anything.
I graduated in the spring of 1946
along with a mere 22 others. In 1947 I
accepted an appointment to the faculty
as an instructor at a starting salary of
$2,000 a year. I shared an office on the
third floor with Mike DeAngelis, Frank
Guerin, Walt Kaiser, Pete Sweeney,
George Swoyer, and Mel Woods,
all members of the business faculty. We were needed to
help meet the expansion brought on by the large influx of
veterans attending under the G.I. Bill. Many of them were
former classmates of ours from high school and college.
Looking back from the vantage point of the present,
I am convinced that many of the University’s traditions
and much of its spirit has its roots in those days. ...
Yes, the place sure has changed since then. While proud
of what we have become, many of us cling to a special
affection for the way we were.
John J. Rooney, Ph.D., ’46, professor emeritus of psychology
and Director of La Salle’s Professional Clinical Counseling
graduate program, has been on La Salle’s faculty for more
than 65 years.
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A

Story
Behind Every

Name

Fallen World War II Heroes
from La Salle No Longer Unsung
BY ROBERT PALMA

JUST A FEW FEET FROM THE WELL-TREAD PATH
OF STUDENTS BUSTLING TO AND FROM CLASS
AND IN AND OUT OF THE UNION, A MODEST BRASS
PLAQUE SITS ON THE PERIPHERY OF THE MAIN
QUAD. THIS SHADY GROVE DOESN’T GET NEARLY
AS MUCH FOOT TRAFFIC, BUT THERE’S A CERTAIN
SOLEMNITY TO THE QUIET CORNER THAT PAYS
HOMAGE TO THE 31 LA SALLE ALUMNI WHO
SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES IN WORLD WAR II.
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I first laid eyes on the World War II Alumni Memorial
shortly after I was hired to teach in the Biology Department at La Salle in 2000. The names of these men had
been etched into brass since 1946, but the stories behind
them had long faded. Who were they?
I often found myself at the plaque between classes—
reading the list of names over and over again, as if I might
find some clue to their identities between the lines. I was
especially intrigued by two men who shared the same exact
name—were they relatives or brothers? I brought my questions to a few senior faculty members on campus. Everyone
knew of the plaque, but no one knew who these 31 men
were. The few answers I found left me with more questions.
What began as the simple curiosity of a history
enthusiast evolved into a research project to which my
son, Alex, a junior history major at La Salle, and I have
dedicated many of our spare hours over the past five years.
We’ve been on a quest to find out who these men were—
not just as members of the military, but also as members
of the La Salle community.
Our journey to trace the lives and deaths of these 31 men
has been filled with twists and turns and a few dead ends.
After nearly 70 years, some trails seemed to have gone cold
and others have yielded more than we ever anticipated.
While it’s been exciting to finally identify each one of these
men, the real thrill has been in getting to know them.

Putting the Pieces Together
Our journey began in the basement of College Hall,
home of the La Salle University Archives. My inquiries
around campus eventually led me to the source of all things
historic at La Salle—head archivist extraordinaire Brother
Joseph Grabenstein, F.S.C., ’73. He happily supplied
us with the contents of his file on World War II and has
been an invaluable resource for us throughout the project,
supporting and encouraging our research and sharing
his intellect and the wealth of information and records
he has acquired over the years.
Since no official count was kept, no one knows exactly
how many La Salle alumni answered the country’s call
to duty from 1941 to 1945, but Alex and I estimate the
number to be well over 700. We pored over every issue

The World War II Alumni Memorial has undergone several changes since it was dedicated
in 1946 to honor the 31 La Salle students and alumni killed in the war, including James
J. Cunningham, ’38, father of 4-year-old Tommy Cunningham (above). The monument
area actually dates to the 1930s, when President Brother Anselm, F.S.C., erected
the statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, whose outstretched arms opened toward
the Brothers’ Residence. The plaque listing the students and alumni who lost their
lives in World War II was added in 1946, the year after the war ended.
By the 1960s, the original Jesus statue was deteriorating from exposure to the elements.
Around 1970, using the same original granite base, the weathered Jesus statue was
replaced by a more slender and modern-appearing statue of Jesus. Later, the “Walking
Madonna,” a gift of the Class of 1988, was placed on the Quad, a short distance away
from the Sacred Heart statue. However, Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., President Emeritus
and Director of the La Salle Art Museum at the time, did not desire to have two distinct
statues so close to each other, so he moved the modern statue of the Sacred Heart
to the exterior wall of College Hall (facing the Quad), where it remains today. In place
of the statue, an urn for flowers was placed atop both the granite memorial and World
War II plaque for artistic value.
WINTER 2014–15
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of The Collegian published between 1931 and 1948,
searching for mentions and morsels of information
about the 31 men we hoped to identify. Each lead
we discovered led to another layer we had to uncover.
And we hit our share of roadblocks.
During our research, we found that both The
Collegian and The Philadelphia Inquirer were subject
to wartime limitations on information. For example,
Frank Kenny, ’42, reportedly died while attached to
an aircraft carrier in the Pacific, and it took us months
to determine his assigned squadron and carrier and
his cause of death.
To further complicate matters, yearbooks from La Salle
College were limited. The Explorer yearbook first appeared
in 1940 and continued until 1943, but then lapsed during
wartime and didn’t reappear until 1948. This led us to
search through a collection of La Salle College High School
and West Catholic High School yearbooks carefully preserved
in the archives by Br. Joe. Next came our visits and phone
calls to local high schools, all of which proved to be helpful.
Ancestry and genealogy Web sites have been a mainstay
of our investigations. Alex and I have made many trips
to the National Archives in Philadelphia and College Park,
Md. We’ve contacted different veteran groups related to
individual military units of one or another of the 31 men
and have become adept at reading accident flight reports,
naval deck logs, Army after-action reports, and unit
histories. Slowly but surely, we were able to piece together
the small details and mentions we garnered from these
resources into a larger picture that showed us more about
these men and their service.
La Salle students in 1942 read
the latest on the war.

Alex (left) and Robert Palma spent five years painstakingly researching the lives
of the 31 La Salle students and alumni listed on the campus’ World War II memorial.

We have also done our share of reading about different
campaigns in which these men participated to give us a
better understanding of the conditions in which they had
served. Our World War II library of books now boasts more
than 400 titles. Several of these books include mentions
of our memorial men, such as Lt. Ed Houseman, ’40,
Cpl. Harold Gentle, ’41, and Capt. Maurice McGrath, ’39.
We spoke with several of these authors, who shared additional information with us, which eventually led us to get
in touch with some of the men’s surviving family members,
who were both helpful and gracious.
We were able to locate the final resting places of the
majority of the men online, aside from those who were lost
at sea or had died in remote locations. Because many had
been returned to the area by their families in the late 1940s,
we’ve been able to visit the graves of most who returned
home. Each step forward we’ve taken in our research
has enabled us to add another dimension to that list of
names on the plaque, forming a clearer picture of men
who had lived, loved, and dreamt of bright futures.

The program cover from
the dedication ceremony
for the memorial in 1946.
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The Final Chapter
Alex and I are nearing the end of the discovery phase
of our research, but we’re just embarking on the next part
of journey—sharing our many finds along the way. We’ve
begun to document the life and times and sacrifice of each
of the 31 men from the World War II Alumni Memorial
in book form. Our hope is that this book will allow future
generations of Explorers to appreciate the contributions
these men made to our freedoms today.
They, like so many who died in the service of their
country, should not be forgotten. As it has been so
aptly said by Cpl. Wally Parr of the 6th British Airborne
Division, “I think the best thing is if you can think of all

Fallen Explorers
Name
Thomas F. Baraldi, ’43
John J. Brennan, ’40
Frank P. Byrne, ’42
William P. Callahan, ’46
Richard C. Carroll, ’44
Thomas C. Costello, ’36
James J. Cunningham, ’38
James J. Cunningham, ’44
William S. Diamond, ’46
Joseph A. DiGiacomo, ’45
John T. Dooley, ’38
Charles V. Doyle, ’19
Robert S. Fuchs, ’41
Harold A. Gentle, ’41
William S. Gorman, ’44
Edward Houseman, ’40
John J. Judefind, ’45
Francis P. Kenny, ’42
Joseph F. Lucas, ’35
James P. Lynch, ’40
Thomas F. McCormick, ’43
James A. McGarrity, ’45
Leonard J. McGee, ’39
Maurice F. McGrath, ’39
John J. McNulty, ’43
Michael J. Meno, ’41
Joseph P. O’Donnell, ’39
Harold G. Niederriter, ’45
Joseph F. Riccio, ’46
Herman E. Rixstine, ’42
Lawrence S. Rosenfeld, ’45

Military Branch
Navy
Navy
Royal Canadian Air Force
Navy
Army Air Forces
Army Air Forces
Navy
Army
Marines
Army
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Army Air Forces
Army Air Forces
Army
Navy
Army
Marine
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Army Air Forces
Army Air Forces
Army Air Forces
Army
Army
Marines
Army

those who made the supreme sacrifice, remember the real
meaning of that. They gave away all of their tomorrows
for our today.”
It’s been an honor getting to know the men who made
this sacrifice for us. Some afternoons you can still find me
standing before the plaque reading the names—the difference
is now I can see the faces and stories between the lines.
Special thanks to University Archivist Brother Joe Grabenstein,
F.S.C., ’73, and Registrar Dominic Galante, ’69, for all
of their help on this project. If you have any additional
information or want to find out more about this project,
please e-mail palma@lasalle.edu.

Death
1944—lost at sea in the Pacific near Banika Island
1942—killed on the S.S. Otho in the Eastern seaboard
1944—killed in combat and lost over the North Sea
1944—lost in the Atlantic while on serving on a destroyer
1944—killed in a B-24 training flight accident in Colorado
1943—killed in an accident while serving in England
1943—killed on the S.S. Robert Gray just south of Greenland
1945—killed in Wingen, France, during the Battle of Bulge
1945—died of illness while off the coast of Okinawa, Japan
1944—killed in France
1944—killed on the beachhead of Anzio, Italy
1944—died of illness in the Philadelphia Naval Hospital
1943—killed in North Africa while serving on Navy bomber patrol
1944—killed in the Battle of Normandy, France
1943—died in a training flight accident in Eagle Pass, Texas
1944—died as a POW of the Empire of Japan in the South China Sea
1944—died as a POW at the Battle of Normandy, France
1943—died as a Navy pilot in a training accident in the Pacific
1944—killed in the Battle of Luxembourg City
1944—killed in the Battle of Patonga in the Pacific
1945—shot down off Iwo Jima as a Navy pilot
1945—died during the Invasion of the Philippines
1945—killed during combat in the Rhine River, Germany
1944—died of wounds in combat in Aachen, Germany
1945—killed during a B-29 raid on Tokyo, Japan
1944—killed over the Atlantic as a B-25 pilot
1944—died in a C-47 flight accident in the South Pacific
1944—killed in Belgium
1945—killed in combat in Germany
1943—killed in combat during the Invasion of Tarawa in the Pacific
1944—killed during the Battle of Normandy, France
WINTER 2014–15
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Edward E. Houseman, ’40

James J. Cunningham, ’38
The only son of Hugh and Elizabeth Cunningham, James
Joseph Cunningham was born in Camden, N.J., on April 2,
1917. He had five sisters, and his father was a marine engineer.
Cunningham graduated from Camden Catholic High
School in 1934, and he went on to major in business
administration at La Salle College and was active in the
Economics Club. Soon after he graduated from La Salle
in 1938, Cunningham married Dorothy Susan MacNamara
and they lived in Camden, where he sold auto accessories
for a living.
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy on Sept. 18, 1942, and was
commissioned as an ensign. After training at Dartmouth
College in New Hampshire, he was ultimately assigned to
the Naval Armed Guard Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. Armed
Guard crews would wait at this Brooklyn base until assigned
to a merchant vessel in a forming convoy. Cunningham
did get a chance to see his wife, Dorothy, who traveled to
New York to visit with him on April 10 and April 11, 1943,
while he was on a brief furlough.
Ensign Cunningham was
assigned to guard the S.S. Robert
Gray, which would sail with convoy
HX-234 leaving New York Harbor
on April 12, 1943, bound for Loch
Ewe, Scotland. The S.S. Robert
Gray, a liberty ship built in Portland, Ore., became separated from
convoy HX-234 later that month
and was torpedoed by German
submarine U-108. All onboard
died when S.S. Robert Gray
sank just south of Greenland.
Cunningham and his wife
had one son, Thomas, who was
4 years old in 1946 when he
unveiled La Salle’s World War
II Alumni Memorial plaque.
6

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

Edward Eugene Houseman was born on April 25, 1917,
the fourth son of John and Mary Houseman’s eight children.
He grew up on Miriam Road in Northeast Philadelphia
and attended St. Martin of Tours Parish School.
In 1936, he graduated from Northeast Catholic High
School, where he was known for his quiet, unassuming
success both in the classroom and on the field. He was
an “A” student and a respected varsity baseball and football
player. A quote found in his high school yearbook reads,
“Ed’s sure to go places because of his grit and determination
to forge ahead.”
Houseman enrolled at La Salle College as a business
administration major in fall 1936 and continued to excel
in athletics, playing two years of varsity basketball and
four years of varsity football as a right end. He graduated
in May 1940 and soon after entered the Army Air Force
to train as a pilot.
He became part of the 19th Fighter Squadron, flying
a Curtiss P-40 Warhawk, and was shipped to the Philippines
in fall 1941. First Lt. Houseman was on Clark Field, just
north of Manila, on Dec. 8, 1941, just hours after the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Like so many American
Air Force aircraft, his plane was destroyed that day. Subsequently, he found himself in the defense of Bataan and was
captured with the fall of United States forces in May 1942.
He survived the tortures of the Bataan Death March,
where many died, and became a prisoner of war of the
Japanese Army. The torture of American soldiers during
their captivity under Japanese
forces was incredibly brutal,
resulting in a 49 percent fatality
rate. Yet, Houseman survived it.
In October 1944, with the
American forces closing in on
the Philippines, Houseman was
being transferred to Japan on
an unmarked Japanese vessel.
The Japanese were moving only
the strongest POWs to Japan for
slave labor. Houseman lost his life
at sea on that unmarked vessel when
it was destroyed by an American
submarine on Oct. 24, 1944.

cover story

Leonard J.
McGee, M.D., ’39
Born on May 1, 1917,
Leonard Joseph McGee was
the first son of Bernard and
Ellen McGee of Bristol, Pa.
He had three sisters and one
younger brother, and his
father was a retail grocer.
A parishioner of Saint Mark
Church in Bristol, McGee
graduated from Northeast
Catholic High School in
1935. There, he excelled in
French and chemistry, often made the honor roll, and was
a member of the track team and the glee club. Classmates
at Northeast admired McGee, who went by the nickname
“Mick,” for his dry, satirical sense of humor.
During his time at La Salle, McGee, a pre-med major,
wrote the “Grandstand Gossip” column for The Collegian
and participated in the Doernenberg Literary Society.
He graduated cum laude from La Salle in 1939 and was
inducted into the Alpha Epsilon alumni honor society for
his academic excellence. McGee served as a first lieutenant
for the Army ROTC while earning his medical degree
at Thomas Jefferson Medical College. After graduating
in 1943, he completed his training at Nazareth Hospital,
where his portrait still hangs in the halls.
In 1943, he married Mabel Doyle in Philadelphia,
then entered active service in August 1944 and was sent
to England, where he earned the rank of captain within
the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment of the 17th Airborne
Division. The regiment was involved in Operation Varsity,
the last major airborne assault of World War II, and landed
near Wesel, Germany, on the east bank of the Rhine River.
The gliders came under heavy fire upon landing, and
McGee was wounded twice as he left his aircraft. The
second wound proved fatal, and McGee was temporarily
buried in Germany until he was later moved to his final
resting site in the Netherlands.
McGee had come to heal the wounded, but
unfortunately became another victim of the war.

Maurice F.
McGrath, ’39
Maurice Francis McGrath
was born on Aug. 2, 1918,
in the Roxborough section of
Philadelphia. His parents, Edward
and Sarah McGrath, had three sons
and one daughter, and his father
worked for the Philadelphia Transit
Company. McGrath—who liked
to be called “Morris”—graduated
from St. John the Baptist High
School in 1935 and entered La Salle
College that fall as a pre-law major.
He was very active while at
La Salle, where he was elected both
class vice president and president and
participated in the Bar and Bench
Society, glee club, and The Masque.
McGrath was also the assistant
librarian and chairman of Junior
Week. His sister, Katherine, said he
had a great voice. After La Salle, he
worked for the Philadelphia Transit
Company and the Franklin Arsenal
while attending Temple Law School.
In his third year at Temple Law,
he was drafted into the Army on
Aug. 15, 1941. He was sent to Fort Meade, Md., to join
the 29th Division and rose to the rank of captain. He served
in Company F of the 116th Infantry Regiment of the
29th Infantry Division, which was part of the first assault
wave on Omaha Beach during the invasion of Normandy
on D-Day, June 6, 1944. He was quoted as saying that “the
shelling was so heavy that you could reach and touch them.”
He was wounded twice during the Battle of Normandy
and the Battle of France in fall 1944. His second wound,
a wound to his stomach, required extensive healing back
in England. McGrath later returned to his regiment and
was involved in the Battle of Aachen, the first and largest
urban battle on German territory. The battle began on
Oct. 2, 1944, and five days later, McGrath succumbed
to new wounds he had sustained.

WINTER 2014–15
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Keeping the Memories Alive
One of the first causalities of World War II
from his West Philadelphia neighborhood,
Ensign John J. Brennan, ’40, immediately
became a local hero when news of his
death reached the community.
In June 2013, more than 70 years later, Anne Brennan
received a phone call telling her a feature in La Salle Magazine
would bring her heroic brother-in-law’s story to life for
a new generation. She could scarcely believe the news
she was hearing.
Anne Brennan and her husband, Mark, John’s younger
brother, met as first-grade classmates at Most Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Southwest Philadelphia. More than
a decade before they were married, they were also in the
same sixth-grade class when Mark’s older brother was killed
in action in April 1942. “They had a flag-raising ceremony
at the school, and Mark raised the flag,” Brennan said. “At
the time, there were thousands of students, so it really was
a huge honor and the whole neighborhood showed up.”
Years later, Anne and Mark Brennan married and had two
sons of their own—John and Mark Jr. “Typically the first
son born is the junior, but Mark insisted we name our first
child after his brother,” Anne Brennan said.
8
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Anne Brennan, sister-in-law of John J. Brennan, ’40, who was killed
in World War II, keeps his memory alive by sharing family photo albums.

Her older son honors his namesake, displaying John J.
Brennan’s photos, war medals, and memorabilia in his home
with pride. “It was only a few years ago that my father gave
me the Purple Heart, which was thrilling,” he said.
Nostalgia runs in the family. Collecting memories is
Anne Brennan’s favorite pastime, especially after Mark
passed away in the summer of 2012 at the age of 83. “It’s
all I do, sit around and look at these photos,” she said, as a
multi-colored array of albums crowded the ottoman of her
easy chair. “It really means a lot that all these years later,
I still hear this story being told.”

—Maryellen Brennan, ’13

The full story about Ensign John J. Brennan, “Fallen, But
No Longer Forgotten,” appeared in the Summer 2013 issue
of La Salle Magazine. Read it at lasalle.edu/johnjbrennan.
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An Education to Serve Those Who’ve Served
When veterans returned from World War II, they had
education on their minds. La Salle, whose enrollment had
flagged severely during the war years, found innovative
ways to accommodate these returning service members,
many of whom were older than the typical undergraduate,
had day jobs, were married and raising families, and were
looking for ways to complete their degrees—fast.
La Salle became the first college in Pennsylvania to offer
an undergraduate degree program at night, with the goal
of both boosting its enrollment and also serving the needs
of those who had served the country so admirably.
John McCloskey, ’48, was one of those students.
Married with one son and another on the way, he enrolled
at La Salle in 1946 and, once he completed his degree
less than two years later, spent his more than 40-year
career at La Salle in a variety of roles—from manager
of the bookstore to ROTC instructor to Vice President
of Public Affairs.
He, like so many of his classmates, was the first in his
family to attend college, and his experience at La Salle
opened doors not only for him, but also for his children
and grandchildren, creating a “trickle-down effect” of
higher education. “La Salle didn’t just ease the way—they
made the way,” McCloskey said.
Seventy years later, La Salle is still opening its doors
wide for veterans. The University participates in the Yellow
Ribbon Program through the Veterans Administration (VA),
which assists with tuition costs that aren’t covered through
the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill. Undergraduate students eligible
for the maximum benefits under the G.I. Bill can also
receive $10,000 from the VA and $10,000 from La Salle,
while graduate students get $5,000.
“We do meet the need by providing enough money
that they will be covered if they’re not already by other

John McCloskey, ’48, at Commencement with his sons, John R. McCloskey, ’66
(left), and Jim McCloskey, ’68.

benefits,” said Jean Landis, Associate Registrar and the main
point of contact for La Salle’s more than 50 student veterans.
To make them feel comfortable and integrated into the
campus community, veterans and ROTC students have
a designated lounge space in St. Benilde Tower on West
Campus, in addition to the full array of academic, financial,
and personal assistance offered by the University. Landis
also stays in contact with them about job fairs, job opportunities, policy changes, and local events for veterans.
For its efforts on behalf of veterans, La Salle has been
granted “Military Friendly Status” by Victory Media, which
maintains a database of schools that “have gone above and
beyond to provide transitioning veterans the best possible
experience in higher education.”

—Marian Butcher, M.A. ’08

WINTER 2014–15
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A Note From ...

School of Nursing and Health Sciences

BY THE TIME MARINE SGT. KENNY

Lyon reached the Air Force Theater
Hospital on the Balad Air Base in Iraq
on May 1, 2006, he had already lost
more than half of his blood. He had
been working under the hood of his
vehicle just hours before, when a
nearby mortar exploded and shrapnel
suddenly tore into his head, neck, and
both of his legs and arms.
Paulette Schank, R.N., CRNA,
MSN ’13, a lieutenant colonel in
the Air Force Reserve, watched
as five surgeons feverishly battled
to save Lyon’s life, eventually having
to amputate his left leg. When they
ran out of blood to give him, Schank
donated some of her own.
Lyon woke up two weeks later on
a ventilator in an intensive care unit
in Bethesda, Md., surrounded by his
family. His skull torn open, a piece of
his brain and tongue missing, his jaw
wired shut, and his left leg amputated
above the knee, the 21-year-old
veteran began his long, but determined,
journey to a successful recovery.
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A box of tissues circulated in the
Dan Rodden Theatre as a 60 Minutes
segment, which originally aired
in October 2006, told the story of
these two brave veterans. The theater
erupted with applause as students and
faculty welcomed both of them with
a standing ovation.
Lyon and Schank, along with
Emmanuel Estacio, M.Ed., MSW,
LCSW, of the Philadelphia VA
Medical Center, came to La Salle on
Nov. 4 to talk with students about the
unique health care needs of veterans.
“One of the reasons we’re here
today is to learn what a veteran goes
through so that you’ll be able to
facilitate their re-acclimation,” said
Schank, a military nurse anesthetist

who graduated from La Salle’s Family
Nurse Practitioner program last year.

A Team Effort
The event was organized by an interprofessional education committee
within the School of Nursing and
Health Sciences (SNHS) and the
Social Work Department. In response
to the increasing emphasis on interdisciplinary collaboration in health
care, the committee formed in spring
2013 to create more opportunities
for students to foster healthy working
relationships with their future
colleagues before graduation.
They hosted their first interprofessional educational event last spring,
bringing together graduate and under-

“For those who are going to be on the front line in health
care, it’s very important to know what sort of conditions
they can expect to encounter with the large influx of
young veterans we have coming home.”
—Lt. James McGee, BSN

BY COLLEEN MULL ARKE Y, M.A., ’06

graduate students from all SNHS
programs—nursing, communication
sciences and disorders, nutrition,
and public health. This year, they
wanted to do something in honor
of Veterans Day.
The nursing program is involved
with Joining Forces, a nationwide
initiative launched in 2011 by First
Lady Michelle Obama and Second
Lady Jill Biden to support service
members, veterans, and their families
through wellness, education, and
employment opportunities. Part of
the charge is to call attention to the
critical issues facing service members
and veterans and to educate health care
providers about how to meet their
unique needs. The committee saw this
as a perfect opportunity to do both.
“The purpose of the program was
twofold: to emphasize the importance
of interprofessional collaboration and
to increase students’ awareness of
the health care needs of veterans,”
said committee Chair Patricia Dillon,
Ph.D., R.N., Director of the Graduate
Nursing and R.N.-BSN/MSN Bridge

Patricia Dillon, Ph.D., R.N., Chair of School of Nursing and Health Science’s interprofessional education committee (right)
invited presenters (from left) Paulette Schank, R.N., CRNA, MSN ’13, Sgt. Kenny Lyon, and Emmanuel Estacio, M.Ed.,
MSW, LCSW, to speak to students about the health care needs of veterans at an interprofessional educational event
hosted in the Dan Rodden Theatre on Nov. 4.

programs. “It takes more than one
discipline to address their health care
needs. It’s a collaborative effort—it
has to be or else it’s not going to be
successful for the veteran.”
In addition to involving all of the
programs in SNHS, they also invited
students and faculty from the Social
Work and Psychology departments to
this year’s event to discuss the many
components of veteran health care
that go beyond physical injury.
“One of the things that I love about
working in the VA is that it does really
pay homage to the multidisciplinary
team,” Estacio said. “I work as a social
worker with a team of professionals,
primary care and so forth, and all
of us are equal at the table.”

The Veteran’s Voice
In sharing his experience as a veteran
receiving care, Lyon challenged the
audience to consider the patient
an equal as well. “If a patient says
something, at least hear them out,”
he said. “As people who are going
into the health care field, make sure

that you always try to find out exactly
what your patient needs because
communicating is so important.”
“It was really nice when I had nurses
and staff that would explain the
processes to me,” he said. “I wanted to
be an active part in my own recovery.
I had no control over anything else,
but I thought at least I could learn
about what’s happening to me.”
The nearly 200 students and
faculty in attendance raved about
the event, and a follow-up focusing
on traumatic brain injury is already
in the works for the spring semester.
“For those who are going to be
on the front line in health care, it’s
very important to know what sort of
conditions they can expect to encounter
with the large influx of young veterans
we have coming home,” said La Salle
graduate nursing student Lt. James
McGee, BSN, a member of the Air
Force Reserve and a staff nurse at
the Philadelphia VA Medical Center.
“It’s great that La Salle is making the
effort to make sure they’re prepared
to take care of our veterans.”
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John White and his wife, Jae Soon, attended the 2014 President’s Reception, where he was inducted into the De La Salle Society for his generous contributions to the University.

Why I Give Back: John White, ’67
BETWEEN CAMPUS TOURS, OPEN HOUSES, SHADOW DAYS

with current students, and Lasallian Interviews, today’s
prospective Explorers might visit campus a half-dozen times
before they commit to attending the University.
John White, ’67, didn’t step foot onto campus until
orientation the summer before his freshman year. Fortunately, he had the same reaction that so many students,
past and present, have had as they get to know campus:
It felt like home.
“I hadn’t visited, so I didn’t know what to expect,”
White said. “But I knew La Salle had a great reputation
and a strong program in accounting, and that I would have
a career path after four years. I never looked back.”
Learning from some of La Salle’s legendary accounting
professors—John Reardon, ’59, Joseph Markmann, ’49,
Walter Kaiser, Peter Sweeney, ’47, and Michael DeAngelis—
White was well-prepared for his now more than 40-year career
in public accounting and as a CEO for several businesses.
“I was introduced to a cadre of terrific professors. I really
respected their subject matter expertise. Several of them
had their own businesses outside of La Salle, and they had
a strong entrepreneurial spirit combined with a willingness
to help students learn from a practical perspective,” White
said. “When my four years were up, I was confident. I knew
I could stand up to the rigors of the business world.”
White was an audit partner and worked for Coopers &
Lybrand (now PwC) in Philadelphia for 24 years. In 1994,
he founded Accume Partners, which focused on outsourcing
of internal auditing and risk management services. The
company was acquired by Baird Capital Partners in 2006,
and White subsequently joined another company he had
established and became CEO of ICS Consulting Partners,
which conducted compliance and risk management services.
In 2011, he sold ICS to FIS. At that time, White started
another company, ICS Risk Advisors, which outsourced
12
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internal audit and credit risk services to banks. Earlier
this year, he merged with WeiserMazars, an international
consulting firm providing accounting, tax, and advisory
services. White joined as a principal of the Paris-based firm,
which has its U.S. headquarters in New York City.
Through several business ventures, White hasn’t lost
sight of where he began.
“I live by the same standards in developing relationships
with my clients and co-workers that I did at La Salle—good
vision, passion for my business, and confidence are qualities
that I live by, whatever business I’m in,” he said. “I try to
keep it simple, even though it’s a complex world.”
For his professional achievements, White has been
honored by La Salle’s Accounting Department with the
Michael A. DeAngelis Award, and his generosity to his
alma mater led to his induction into the De La Salle Society
in 2014. White’s ongoing commitment to the University
and to the School of Business campaign is paramount
to the University’s future.
“To sustain our programs and to be competitive today,
you have to have the resources,” White said. “I always
encourage my alumni friends that, if they can contribute
some time and financial support, La Salle will continue
to attract the most highly skilled professors and maintain
state-of-the-art programs.”
White still follows the basketball team closely, and he
said he often encounters fellow graduates who speak highly
of their La Salle education.
“I meet so many alumni who have had success with the
same start as I had, and it reinforces that there’s a very high
quality to the La Salle program, not only in education, but
also learning to develop strong values, and that’s wonderful
to see,” he said. “It’s one reason that I stay involved.”

We invite you to celebrate with La Salle University!

The Twenty-third Annual
Charter Dinner
PAST RECIPIENTS
2014
J. Anthony Hayden, ’67

Leadership Award to be presented to

2013
The Christian Brothers
of La Salle University
2012
Gaetano P. (Guy) Giordano, ’76
2011
Gerard P. Cuddy
2010
William J. Markmann, M.D., ’70
2009
Elmer F. (Bud) Hansen Jr., ’58
2008
Judith Reyers Spires, ’75
2007
Sharmain Matlock-Turner
2006
Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, ’86
2005
William R. Sasso, Esq., ’69
2004
Leon Ellerson, ’56 =
2003
Daniel J. Whelan, ’68
2002
William R. Sautter, ’71
2001
Michael J. Emmi
2000
Charles J. Reilly, ’62
1999
James J. Lynch, ’71
1998
J. Lawrence Wilson
1997
G. Fred DiBona Jr. =
1996
Nicholas A. Giordano, ’65
1995
William J. Avery
1994
Joseph F. Paquette
1993
Nelson G. Harris =

Philip W.J. Fisher, ’61
President, Chas. Kurz & Co., Inc., and Executive Vice President, Keystone Shipping Co.

Normandy Farm Hotel and Conference Center
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania
Saturday, March 21, 2015
6:30 p.m.
The Charter Dinner celebrates the founding of La Salle College on March 20, 1863, and pays tribute
to the generations of Christian Brothers, laypersons, and clergy whose dedication has made La Salle
University the prominent institution that it is today.
Since its founding, La Salle has played a leadership role in Philadelphia as both an educational institution
and a responsible corporate citizen. The University recognizes those who display outstanding leadership
in the corporate, civic, governmental, or religious communities with the presentation of La Salle University’s
Leadership Award.
A 1961 graduate of La Salle, Philip W.J. Fisher has been a leader in the maritime shipping industry
for nearly 50 years. He is Executive Vice President of Keystone Shipping Co. and President of its parent
company, Chas. Kurz & Co., Inc. The Bala Cynwyd, Pa.-based companies run an ocean shipping fleet
that transports products all over the world. Fisher has received numerous accolades for his service to
the maritime industry and for his philanthropy, which is dedicated to supporting high schools, colleges,
universities, and maritime training schools.
Proceeds from the annual Charter Dinner and Leadership Award ceremony are utilized to enhance
the University’s Scholarship Fund, thereby benefiting future generations of La Salle students.
For more information, please visit our Web site at www.lasalle.edu/charterdinner or contact
gordon@lasalle.edu or 215.951.1880.
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Holy Comic Crossover,
the 1960s live-action Batman TV show. The bright colors,
zany fun, and eminently hummable theme song had him
hooked from the start.
As he grew older and Batman grew darker, Garman
remained a major fan of the campy ’60s iteration of
the Caped Crusader—with a slew of collectibles from
the TV show to prove it. So when the opportunity arose
to write new adventures for an old favorite, Garman
jumped at the chance.
Writer-director Kevin Smith had asked him to co-write
a six-issue run of comic books within the continuity of
the classic ’60s show, one that would be a spin-off of the
popular crossover episode with the Green Hornet TV show.
“This Batman is square, and I thought the comic should
read like a lost episode of the series; I didn’t want to make
it hip or wink at it,” said Garman, whose irreverent comic
persona and uncanny voice impressions have earned him
success in film, television, and radio. He and Smith also
co-host the pop-culture podcast Hollywood Babble-On.
When they began drafting the story for Batman ’66
Meets the Green Hornet, it became obvious how strong
14
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photo by Gage Skidmore

COMMUNICATION ALUM RALPH GARMAN, ’86, GREW UP ON

a vision Garman had
for the story, so he took
the reins and became
the lead writer.
“Initially, it was
daunting. I was such a
fan—I wanted to do it
justice. But I knew I’d be
able to do it, because I’ve
been a fan of this show
for so many years that
it’s become a part of me,”
Garman said. “When it
came time to reproduce
Ralph Garman, ’86
these voices, and how
those characters would react or what they’d say, it flowed.”
The reaction has been overwhelmingly positive. Fan
response at Comic-Con was great, sales have been terrific,
and former Batman actor Adam West has expressed his
appreciation as well. Things have gone so well that editor
Jim Chadwick has given Garman a standing offer to pitch
any new ideas he has for future comics.

features

Batman!

BY FRANK VISCO, ’08, ’14

For now, Garman is just basking in the glow of adding
to the legacy of his beloved series, while pursuing the
possibility of turning the book into an animated movie.
“We’ve talked about how great it would be to have
the actors from the TV shows come in and do one last take
on these characters for an animated film,” he said. “There
are some issues with licensing, but it’s still very much an
idea we are trying to promote. DC (Comics) is so on board
with promoting the old series, and with the Blu-ray and
DVD set coming out later this year, there’s certainly a level
of interest there.”
In the interim, Garman has more than enough work to
keep him busy. Although he’s probably most recognizable
from his previous gig as host of the faux reality show The Joe
Schmo Show, Garman has a regular showbiz segment on
The Kevin & Bean Show on KROQ radio in Los Angeles.
He’s also become a frequent collaborator of Seth MacFarlane,
contributing various vocal impersonations on Family Guy,
while also popping up in both of the writer-director’s liveaction films. Then there’s Hollywood Babble-On, which AMC
is considering bringing to TV as a weekly recap show, having
already shot a pilot to see how Garman and Smith would
bring the concept to life.

The cover artwork for Batman ’66 Meets the Green Hornet, written by Ralph Garman, ’86.

“I keep busy, and that’s kind of a blessing and a curse,”
Garman said. “I’ve never been successful enough in one
area, so I’ve always needed to hustle and do a lot of different
things to make a living.”
Garman credits his experience at La Salle for preparing
him to take on such a diverse range of roles in Hollywood,
because the curriculum and culture encouraged him to
develop all sorts of talents—from production to writing
to acting.
“That allowed me to keep my mind open and take jobs
when I came out to L.A., even if it wasn’t what I thought
I should be doing,” Garman said. “One thing can turn into
something else. When I started doing Family Guy, I never
thought Seth would become what he’s become. Kevin and
I became friends through my radio show, and then we started
this podcast together, but he never would’ve tapped me to
come in on this comic if I hadn’t embraced that opportunity.”

WINTER 2014–15

15

features

Helping Others Find a Voice
BY AMANDA KOEHLER, ’07

Imagine never getting to hear your
child say, “I love you.” For parents
of children who have little to no verbal
skills, this is a sad reality. But thanks
to an app designed by Heidi LoStracco,
M.S. ’06, CCC-SLP, nonverbal
children and adults are learning to
say those precious words, along with
many others.
As speech-language pathologists and
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) consultants in schools
throughout New Jersey, LoStracco
and colleague Renee Collender, M.A.,
CCC-SLP, were using very expensive
AAC devices—in some cases, worth up
to $10,000—to work with nonverbal
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children who have conditions such
as autism and apraxia.
“If a student needed a device, there
were many steps involved. It had to go
through insurance and the student
needed to have a $1,000 evaluation
along with it to determine if it was
‘medically necessary,’” LoStracco
explained. “School districts had to
put out a lot of money, and a lot of
students wouldn’t get these devices
because they weren’t in the budget.”
Then Apple released the iPad,
and the market shifted. Along came
many apps that let nonverbal children
and adults communicate at a much
more affordable price. The problem?

Six-year-old Maya Nieder communicates through her
iPad with the Speak for Yourself communication app
and using signs, gestures, sounds, and some speech.
Photo courtesy of Dana Nieder.

These apps didn’t follow clinical best
practices, and very few of them were
actually developed by speech-language
pathologists, LoStracco said.
“A lot of people were buying the
iPad on their own and then asking us
to make these apps work. We would
spend hours reprogramming them,”
she said.
With enough knowledge of what
a comprehensive AAC app should look
like, LoStracco and Collender teamed
up to create their own. In November
2010, they spent their first few hours
working on the app in a Panera Bread
restaurant, creating a PowerPoint
presentation as a blueprint of what
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“I get e-mails from parents every week that their child
is able to talk now that they’ve been using Speak for
Yourself. It’s what we dreamed of when we created it.
It’s helping people—that was our goal.”
—Heidi LoStracco, M.S. ’06, CCC-SLP
they wanted it to be able to do. Little
by little (and by investing a great deal
from their personal savings), LoStracco
and Collender created the app, called
“Speak for Yourself.”
“It was an incredible undertaking
and not something I ever anticipated
doing,” LoStracco said. “Our thought
was that we wanted people to find an
accessible, clinically sound voice that
they can access at all times. And that’s
essentially what we did.”
Introduced in December 2011,
Speak for Yourself allows users to
feature up to 14,000 words with
corresponding photos or symbols
on the iPad. The words are always in
the same place, helping users to learn
them and be able to communicate
with others. It’s similar to how you
learn how to type or play a musical
instrument, LoStracco said.
Users tap the word on the iPad and
a computerized voice says the word for
them. This can cut down on frustration and temper tantrums over not
being understood, LoStracco noted,
along with helping nonverbal people
learn how to speak. The app, which
includes other features such as one
that enables adult users to text
independently for the first time, costs
$199—much less than the devices
LoStracco and Collender had been
working with.
After the app came out, success
stories started pouring in. One
21-year-old girl said, “I love you,
Mom,” for the first time. Another

girl had been using sign language to
communicate and would sign to say
she wanted to watch TV. Now, with
the app, she is able to say which show
she wants to watch and which flavor
of ice cream she wants to eat.
Thousands of individuals around
the world with autism, cerebral palsy,
apraxia, and genetic syndromes,
are finding a voice with Speak
for Yourself. In addition, some
preschool classrooms are using the

app to promote word-finding, visual
language support, and verbal speech
development. Users include children
as young as 18 months and adults
in their 30s or 40s—it’s an app that
can be used throughout a person’s
lifespan.
Because of the app’s success,
LoStracco, who lives in Bensalem, Pa.,
is now able to devote herself to Speak
for Yourself full time.
“When I sit down and think about
the journey of this app and where it
is now, it’s just amazing,” she said.
“It’s unbelievable. I get e-mails from
parents every week that their child
is able to talk now that they’ve been
using Speak for Yourself. It’s what we
dreamed of when we created it. It’s
helping people—that was our goal.”

The creators of the Speak for Yourself app, Renee Collender, M.A., CCC-SLP (left), and Heidi LoStracco, M.S. ’06,
CCC-SLP, at the Southern New Jersey Autism Speaks Walk Now for Autism.
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Commander Will Cushing:
Daredevil Hero of the Civil War
JAMIE MALANOWSKI, ’75

W.W. Norton & Company, 2014;
304 pp.; hardcover $20.31;
Kindle $12.99
Theodore Roosevelt said that
Navy Lt. William Barker Cushing
“comes next to Farragut on the hero roll of
American naval history,” but most people
today have never heard of him. Tossed out
of the Naval Academy for “buffoonery,”
Cushing proved himself a prodigy in behindthe-lines warfare. A thrilling narrative
biography, steeped in the tactics, weaponry,
and battle techniques of the Union Navy,
Commander Will Cushing brings this
compelling yet flawed figure to life.
Malanowski is the lead writer of the New York Times’s
award-winning “Disunion” series about the Civil War.
A member of the original staff of Spy, he has also been
an editor at Time and Esquire and was the recipient
of the 2012 Folio Award for Feature Writing.

Irish Americans:
The History and

Letters From
the Front:

Wissahickon Souls:

Letters and Diaries from

(Wissahickon Creek Stories Book 1)

the BEF in Flanders and
France, 1914–1918.
KEVIN C. SMITH, ’68

Fonthill Media, 2014; 240 pp.; paperback
$19.92; Kindle $9.99
A generation raised on the British Empire
confronted the unexpected horrors of modern
war. Never were a nation’s expectations so
different from the coming clash of the First
World War. Expecting a vigorous romp to
victory, soldiers endured a brutal quagmire.
Presenting letters and diaries of soldiers
themselves, many unseen for nearly a
century, Letters from the Front: Letters
and Diaries from the BEF in Flanders and
France, 1914–1918 allows the voices of men
from Field Marshall “Douggy” Haig to plain
Private Smith to be heard.
After 30 years as a teacher and administrator, Smith
retired from the Columbus City School District in Ohio
and currently teaches at Columbus State Community
College, where he has been a part-time instructor
since 1992.

Culture of a People
WILLIAM E. WATSON, PH.D.,

Legio XVII:

AND EUGENE J. HALUS JR.,

Roman Legion at War

PH.D., ’91

THOMAS A. TIMMES, ’66

ABC-CLIO, 2014; 511 pp.;
hardcover $95

Thomas A. Timmes, 2014;
Kindle $4.99

This encyclopedia explores why the Irish came
to America, where they settled, and how
their distinctive Irish-American identity was
formed. Irish Americans: The History and
Culture of a People profiles well-known Irish
Americans but also captures the essence
of everyday life for Irish-Americans as they
have assimilated, established communities,
and interacted with other ethnic groups.
The authors have also included important,
sometimes rare, documents related to IrishAmerican history.

A work of historical fiction, Legio XVII: Roman
Legion at War follows Rome’s Legio XVII from
its creation to final battle and follows Praetor
Manius Tullus and his Centurions as they plan
and fight their way across Northern Italy and
Austria. Praetor Tullus recruits, trains, and
leads Legio XVII on a 30-month independent
expedition to face battle-hardened Gallic and
Germanic tribes. Meanwhile, in southern Italy,
23 Roman Legions battle Hannibal in a
desperate struggle for the survival of Rome.

Watson is Chair and professor of history in the
Department of History at Immaculata University
in Immaculata, Pa. Halus is Chair and associate
professor of politics in Immaculata’s Department
of History and Politics.

A 28-year veteran of the U.S. Army, Timmes holds
the Bronze Star for Valor and Vietnamese Cross
of Gallantry for combat in Vietnam. He worked in
the Department of Defense for 42 years, including
24 years in the Pentagon, and earned a number
of military and civilian awards.

A Wissahickon Creek Story

PATRICIA JEFFERS DEVLIN, PH.D., ’73

Possibilities Publishing
Company, 2014; 365 pp.;
paperback $12.59;
Kindle $4.99
A historical fiction novel set
in the Philadelphia area
in the early 19th century,
Wissahickon Souls follows the life of Claire
Penniman, a free black woman born in
Philadelphia and indentured to Wissahickon
Farm at age 6 in order to receive an education.
The reader joins her on her journey toward
adulthood against the alternating backdrops
of Philadelphia, a rural farm, and Haiti.
Claire’s story fills a gap in American memory
that marginalizes 19th-century African
American lives.
After a civilian career with the Fire and Rescue
Department in Fairfax County, Va., Devlin received an
MFA in fiction from George Mason University. A native
of Philadelphia, Devlin lives in Northern Virginia and
has published short stories in print and online.

Emma and Skylark
PAUL FURLONG, ’89

Tate Publishing, 2014;
64 pp.; paperback $15.99
A historical children’s book,
Emma and Skylark introduces
readers to 10-year-old Emma and her
mischievous kitten, Skylark, on the morning
the Titanic is set to sail from Emma’s
hometown of Southampton, England. She
and her father search their house and the
surrounding streets for their beloved pet
and eventually see Skylark chasing a mouse
toward the giant ship as it’s about to leave
the wharf. Can Emma and her father stop
Skylark in time?
As a husband, a father of four teenage girls, and the
owner of two crazy cats, Furlong was endlessly asked
at bedtime for “one more story, please!” On a family
vacation in the Outer Banks, N.C., he spun this captivating tale of Emma and Skylark. Furlong lives in Newtown,
Pa., and works in the financial services industry.

“Book Notes” will be featured periodically in upcoming issues of this magazine. We invite you to let us know if there’s a book written by an alum that might be
highlighted by e-mailing Colleen Mullarkey at mullarkey @ lasalle.edu.
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Women Take Lead in La Salle Athletics
WOMEN’S ATHLETICS AT LA SALLE UNIVERSITY BEGAN IN

1972 with three teams and approximately 30 student-athletes.
Now, more than 40 years later, La Salle sponsors 12
women’s teams and approximately 250 female student-athletes.
“Women’s athletics is an integral part of our overall
program at La Salle University,” said Director of Athletics
Tom Brennan, Ed.D. “We are extremely proud of the
competitive and academic success that our women have
achieved. I am confident that these young women will
remain ambitious and focused on success both in the
classroom and in the arena.”
“Our women’s athletics program has advanced
tremendously since beginning in 1972,” said Senior Woman
Administrator/Associate Athletic Director Mary Ellen
Wydan. “La Salle women’s teams are very well-respected
in the Atlantic 10. They represent us well in the classroom
and in the community.”
The history of La Salle Athletics has been woven with
success in women’s athletics, from a national championship
in field hockey, to a pair of Olympians (Diane Moyer, ’80,
and Kathy McGahey, ’82, members of the 1984 bronze
medal-winning field hockey team), to numerous AllAmericans and national qualifiers.
The recent history of Explorer women has also been
impressive. Since 2011, La Salle women’s teams have won

BY KEVIN BONNER

five Atlantic 10 regular season or tournament championships
and have made four NCAA team appearances. Every women’s
team has posted recent A-10 postseason appearances or has
won the most games in recent memory.
Women’s soccer recently made its fourth straight NCAA
Tournament appearance and has won either the Atlantic 10
regular season or postseason championship the past four
years. The Class of 2015 compiled a remarkable 28-2-4
record in A-10 play.
Individual Explorers have qualified for national competition in cross country and track and field. Three women have
been named All-Americans since 2011.
La Salle has won a total of seven A-10 titles in cross
country, the most by any program in the conference, with
the most recent title in 2011. Explorer women qualified for
the NCAA Championship in three consecutive seasons.
Success hasn’t just been limited to the field of play. Both
field hockey and women’s basketball have earned the top
grade point average in the country recently. Graduation rates
of La Salle’s female student-athletes exceed the national
average and that of the general La Salle student body.
It is clear that the tradition of success in women’s
athletics that began in the 1970s has continued to thrive
on 20th and Olney.

Explorer Women—By the Numbers
48–Academic or Scholar All-Americans
26–Atlantic 10 Performers of the Year
11–Atlantic 10 regular season or tournament titles
10–Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference titles
8–NCAA team appearances
8–Atlantic 10 Student-Athletes of the Year
7–All-Americans
2–Olympians
2–Teams earning top GPAs in the nation
1–National Scholar Athlete of the Year (Jill Davis, 2010)
1–National Championship (1980 AIAW Field Hockey)
WINTER 2014–15
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INSIDE LASALLIAN
BUSINESS
The Enduring Legacy of a Treasured Professor
As a component of the fundraising
initiative for the new School of Business,
La Salle University has received support
from some of the most successful graduates
of the accounting program. To encourage
their commitment, Ed Fierko, ’63, issued
a challenge to his fellow Michael A.
DeAngelis Award in Accounting recipients.
In recognition of their generosity in rising
to the challenge, the new School of
Business will have a space permanently
dedicated to Michael A. DeAngelis. As
Michael A. DeAngelis
of the publication date of this magazine,
43 DeAngelis Award recipients have made commitments to commemorate the
legendary accounting professor’s legacy (see list at right).
DeAngelis was honored in the spring 1981 issue of La Salle Magazine, shortly
after his death, with Accounting Department Chair Joseph G. Markmann, ’49, saying,
“There is no person that I am aware of who was more dedicated to his God, his family,
his college, and his students. Furthermore, there is no one that I know of who had
a greater care for people in general.”

MICHAEL A. DEANGELIS AWARD
CHALLENGE DONORS
Paul J. Adair, ’83
Jeffrey R. Boyle, CPA, ’88
Kevin F. Brennan, CPA, ’75
James Broussard, ’57
Joseph A. D'Amato, CPA, ’70
Thomas P. Duffy, ’57
Edward J. Fierko, ’63
Philip W.J. Fisher, ’61
AmyLynn V. Flood, ’95
Daniel A. Giannini, ’72
Carl W. Graf, ’77
Elmer F. Hansen Jr., ’58
J. Anthony Hayden, ’67
Madeline Janowski, ’74
Joseph F. Keenan, Esq., ’64
James E. Kelly, ’70
Paul J. Kelly III, CPA, ’78
Edward Lemanowicz, ’91

After his passing, the Beta Alpha Alumni Award was renamed the Michael A. DeAngelis
Award in Accounting. Since the inception of the award by “Iron Mike,” more than
200 accounting alumni have received the prestigious recognition. Today, there are
148 living recipients of the DeAngelis Award, with a new group to receive this honor
at the Accounting Awards Dinner in spring 2015. To learn about ways to get involved
in this challenge or to make a gift in support of the new School of Business, please
contact Felicia Gordon at 215.951.1880.

Thomas A. Leonard, CPA, ’70

BUSINESS IS BUILDING

Martin J. McDonnell, ’61

Joseph M. Longo, ’99
Lisa M. Mallon, ’85
Dennis S. Marlo, CPA, ’64
Kyle V. Maryanski, ’91
Donna M. Massanova, CPA, ’00
Ralph J. Mauro, Esq., ’84
James T. McLaughlin, ’61
James V. Morris, ’79
Joseph C. Murphy, ’68
Anthony J. Nocella, ’66
Frank J. Noonan, ’55
Eugene J. Ott, CPA, ’63
John J. Peel, CPA, ’89
Brian Pressler, ’97
Don Rongione, ’79
Nicholas A. Rudi, ’70
William R. Sautter, CPA, ’71

The hum of heavy machinery has been the soundtrack of progress on West Campus this fall, as the new School of
Business facility has begun to take shape.

James J. Smart, ’79

The $35 million, 87,000-square-foot building is being constructed at the intersection of Chew Avenue, Wister Street,
and Penn Boulevard. Bulk excavation for the foundation on the site has been completed, and the footings have been
poured. In the photo, the foundation walls of the basement are under construction.

Karla M. Sztukowski, ’83

The steel for the building’s main structure is in the fabrication stage and will be on site early in 2015.
To view the construction as it happens from two vantage points via a live Web camera, and for the latest news on the
building project and fundraising campaign, visit lasalle.edu/business/building.
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William L. Stulginsky, ’73
John F. White, ’67
Gerald Wilk, ’58
Stephen T. Zarrilli, ’83

news

Fred’s Footsteps Receives Signum Fidei
La Salle freshman Derek Marshall addressed more than 250
guests at this year’s Alumni Association Awards Dinner, sharing
his own personal experience with the 2014 Signum Fidei Medal
recipient, Fred’s Footsteps.
The organization, which provides financial assistance to
families of children experiencing serious health issues, came
into Marshall’s life about three years ago, shortly after he had
suffered a hemorrhage on his brain stem that left him unable to
speak and paralyzed on the left side of his body.
He had just undergone a delicate brain surgery that resulted
in visual and hearing impairment and offered just a 3 percent
chance of survival. Marshall defied the odds—able to walk,
talk, and feed himself after just three months in the hospital.
His mother took leave from her job so she could be with him
every day.

Markmann Honored with Finley Award
In recognition of his
considerable and
constant support of his
alma mater, William
Markmann, M.D., ’70,
received this year’s John
J. Finley, ’24, Award,
from La Salle’s Alumni
Association.
After graduating from
La Salle with a degree
in biology, Markmann
earned his medical
Amy Lynn Flood, CPA, ’95, Vice President of
degree from Temple
the Alumni Association and Chair of the Awards
University School of
Committee, presents the John J. Finley, ’24, Award
Medicine in 1974. A
to William J. Markmann, M.D., ’70.
practicing orthopaedic
surgeon, he is now President of Orthopaedic Surgery &
Rehabilitation Associates, P.C.

(From left) Alumni Association President Beth Harper Briglia, CPA, CAP, ’80,
La Salle freshman Derek Marshall, and Christine DiBona Lobley, Executive Director
of Fred’s Footsteps, the recipient of the Signum Fidei Medal.

“During the time I was in the hospital, she had a very
difficult time paying all of the bills for the house and my
care. That is when Fred’s Footsteps came into our lives, and
my family was able to secure the necessary bridge funding to
maintain our household,” said Marshall, whose dream is to
attend medical school and establish a pediatric health care
network. “Fred’s Footsteps has been a true sign of faith for my
family. They helped us as we faced the greatest challenge of our
lives—overcoming my serious health issue. They have opened
up new opportunities for me.”
Helping families in 19 counties in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey, Fred’s Footsteps was created in memory of Fred DiBona
Jr., former President and CEO of Independence Blue Cross, one
month after his death in 2005. His daughter, Christine DiBona
Lobley, accepted the award.
“We believe that when a child is sick, their family’s first
concern should be how to love and care for them. Fred’s
Footsteps provides a financial bridge, not just momentary help,
to families in the Philadelphia region,” said Lobley, Executive
Director of Fred’s Footsteps.

[ A FEAST FOR LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS AND POLICE ]

“The influence of the Christian Brothers and their mission has
played a major role in my development. I have seen how they have
affected my life and the lives of so many other students,” said
Markmann, who is a La Salle Trustee. “La Salle has been part
of my family since before I was born. My father was a professor
at La Salle for more than 40 years.”
A legendary figure in La Salle’s Accounting Department,
the late Joseph Markmann, ’49, was instrumental in its growth.
“My father was an example to us all about what was important
in life, and what was important for education, and being
involved in giving back,” Markmann said.

About 400 police officers and firefighters in Philadelphia’s 35th and
14th districts enjoyed a pre-Thanksgiving dinner with all the trimmings,
dished up at the local precincts by 50 La Salle students and staff
members. An annual tradition begun by La Salle Student Ambassadors
in 2000, the meal is a small gesture of appreciation for the efforts of
these courageous men and women in keeping our community safe.
WINTER 2014–15
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African American
Alumni Association
Honors Emerging
Explorers

(From left) RosaLee Smith, widow of Warren E. Smith, M.D., ’54, Susan L. Taylor, recipient of the 2014 Warren E. Smith
M.D., ’54, Award, Joanna McClinton, Esq., ’03, President of the African American Alumni Association, and Robin L. Smith,
Ph.D., ’83, Smith’s daughter.

Taylor Receives Warren E. Smith, M.D., Award

At its annual Awards Dinner, La Salle’s
African American Alumni Association
honored two recipients with the
inaugural Emerging Explorers Award—
Ricardo Johnson, Esq., ’07, Associate
General Counsel at CareFirst BlueCross
BlueShield in Baltimore, Md., and
Tamara Thomas Smith, Ed.D., ’95,
Deputy Superintendent of the Chester
Upland School District in Chester, Pa.

This year’s Warren E. Smith, M.D., ’54, Award recognized the outstanding achievements of Susan L. Taylor, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of the National CARES
Mentoring Movement and Editor-in-Chief Emeritus of Essence magazine.
The award celebrates an exemplary African American leader who has achieved
professional success, demonstrated a commitment to traditional Lasallian values,
made significant contributions to the community, and served as an outstanding
example to all La Salle students.
“Ms. Taylor’s work with the National CARES Mentoring Program truly exemplifies
the mission of St. John Baptist de La Salle … in using education to make a positive
difference in the lives of young people,” said Trey Ulrich, ’99, MBA ’02, Assistant
Vice President for Alumni Relations at La Salle.
In 2005, Taylor founded what would become the National CARES Mentoring Movement, a community-mobilization movement dedicated to advancing the emotional,
social, and academic development of African American youth.
“Mentoring is all about caring,” Taylor said. “It’s caring enough to spend one hour
a week to advise and guide a vulnerable young person. None of the forces claiming our
children’s lives are more powerful than our commitment and love. We are the solution.”

Web Projects Win Five Awards
La Salle’s Office of University Marketing and Communication team won five 2014
MarCom Awards for recent Web projects.
Platinum Awards went to the Lasallian Day of Giving site (lasalle.edu/dayofgiving),
by Amy Gardner Cranston, M.A. ’09, Director of Social Media, Greg Fala, ’04, M.A. ’08,
Director of Web Communication, and Kevin Schueller, Web and Media Designer and
Developer; the Undergraduate Admission site (lasalle.edu/admission), by the University
Marketing and Communication staff; and the School of Business site (lasalle.edu/
business), by the University Marketing and Communication staff in collaboration with
Mangos, the University’s advertising agency partner.
The online tribute to President Emeritus Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., ’70
(lasalle.edu/brothermichael), created by Cranston and Schueller, won a Gold Award,
and the “Happy” Commencement 2014 video (lasalle.edu/commencement), produced
by Fala and Dan Nguyen, Web Assistant, won an Honorable Mention.
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Joanna McClinton, Esq., ’03 (left), President of the
African American Alumni Association, presents the
Emerging Explorers Award to Tamara Thomas Smith,
Ed.D., ’95, and Ricardo Johnson, Esq., ’07.

“The Emerging Explorer Award
embraces two key elements of the
Lasallian spirit: educational success
coupled with a passion to serve,” said
Reginald Browne, ’93, Chair of La Salle’s
African American Alumni Association
Dinner Committee and a La Salle Trustee.
“We have a untold number of success
stories among our alumni body, and we
want to recognize the best of our own.
Tamara and Ricardo are two great examples
that demonstrate the best of La Salle.”
The new award was created to honor
emerging leaders who excel in their chosen
field, devote time and energy to their
community, and serve as role models
for La Salle students and alumni.

news

Rose Receives IT
Leadership Award
During Homecoming Week,
La Salle presented its 11th
annual Information Technology
Leadership Award to Michael
Rose, ’77, a vice president with
Johnson & Johnson Health Care
Systems Inc.
A biology major at La Salle,
Rose became interested in
Michael Rose, ’77 (left), recipient of the 2014 IT Leadership
Award, and La Salle Provost Joseph R. Marbach, Ph.D., ’83.
technology through several
electives he took in physics
and math. Even then, he was always willing to lend a hand to help students forge
ahead in their education and improve their skills.
“I actually remember Mike’s student days and his tutoring of math students—
I was one—along with his participation and membership in the computer science
advisory board,” said Margaret McCoey, ’79, Director of La Salle’s Graduate
Programs in Computer Information Science and Information Technology Leadership. “Whenever we have asked Mike for help, either on curriculum reviews,
classroom visits, or panel discussions, the answer is always the same.”
Rose is passionate about the role technology plays in his position as Vice
President of Supply Chain Visibility in Customer and Logistics Services with the
J&J Supply Chain.
“I value the practical application of technology—not necessarily technology for
technology’s sake alone—because its use has positive impacts in so many areas: our
families, our lives, our culture, as well as creating business opportunities,” Rose said.

NEW TRUSTEES JOIN THE BOARD
This October, the Board brought on three
new Trustees, welcomed back a former
Trustee, and honored two outgoing Trustees.
(Pictured above, clockwise from top
left) Stephen Degnan, ’87, is Chief Human
Resources Officer for Nestle Purina North
America in St. Louis, Mo.
Philip W.J. Fisher, ’61, is Executive
Vice President of Keystone Shipping Co.
and President of its parent company, Chas.
Kurz & Co., Inc., in Bala Cynwyd, Pa.
Hannah Datz, ’10, is the Customer Officer
to the Chief Executive Officer at SAP in
Newtown Square, Pa.
Returning Trustee James L. Butler, F.S.C.,
’82, is President of La Salle College High
School in Wyndmoor, Pa.
Departing Trustees are James V. O’Rourke
and Ricardo Johnson, Esq., ’07.

OLD FRIENDS RECONNECT AT RETIRED FACULTY AND STAFF LUNCHEON

(Front row, from left) Rev. Ray Halligan, O.P., S.T.L., religion; Peggy McCloskey, Public
Relations (wife of John McCloskey); John McCloskey, ’48, Vice President for Public Affairs;
Bonnie McDonald (wife of James McDonald); James McDonald, ’59, Alumni Affairs;
Patricia Boni, Ph.D., foreign languages; Hugh Thomas, Director of Facilities; Brother Emery
Mollenhauer, F.S.C., Ph.D., English; Brother Charles Gresh, F.S.C., ’55, Advancement;
Thomas Phillips, Ph.D., philosophy. (Second row, from left) Bert Streib, Ph.D., physics;
Mary Ann Kerlin (widow of Michael Kerlin, Ph.D., ’57, MBA ’88, philosophy); Helen Grady
(widow of John Grady, Director of the Honors Program); Peggy Seydow (wife of Jack
Seydow); Jack Seydow, Ph.D., ’65, English; Angela Duffy (wife of John Duffy); John Duffy,
Ph.D., ’59, economics; Peter Filicetti, Ph.D., psychology; John P. Rossi, Ph.D., ’58, history.

(Third row, from left) Geffrey Kelly, Ph.D., ’54, religion; Cathy Ricci, ’94, Provost’s Office
(wife of Ray Ricci); Ray Ricci, ’66, Vice President for Enrollment Services and Director of
Mission Integration; Jack Smith, ’57, Ed.D., psychology; John Rooney, ’46, Ph.D., psychology; Norbert Belzer, ’69, Ph.D., biology; Susan Wiley (wife of Samuel Wiley); Frances
Rossi (wife of John Rossi). (Fourth row, from left) Charles Hoffman, Ph.D., mathematics
and computer science; John F. Reardon, Ed.D., ’59, accounting; Gerald Johnson, ’65,
Assistant Provost; David Efroymson, Ph.D., religion; Patricia Bruce (wife of Greg Bruce);
Greg Bruce, MBA ’81, Dean Emeritus of the School of Business; Samuel Wiley, Ph.D.,
mathematics and computer science; Tom McCarthy, Ph.D., psychology.
WINTER 2014–15
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No Place like Homecoming
More than 1,200 members of the Lasallian community enjoyed the crisp fall air and
warm welcome back to campus for La Salle’s 2014 Homecoming this November.
After enjoying some food and fun at the Homecoming Party, many students and alums
headed over to the Gola Arena to cheer the men’s basketball team to a 57-53 victory
over the Colgate Raiders.
Returning Explorers came back to campus for many events throughout the weeklong
celebration, which included the Alumni Awards dinner, several sporting events, numerous networking opportunities, and a chance to catch up with former classmates.

PROMOTING A STRONG, HEALTHY COMMUNITY
Boasting its largest turnout yet, La Salle’s third annual Explore Your Health! community
health fair in October brought more than 500 participants and 55 vendors together
for some good, wholesome fun.
Hosted by La Salle’s Community Building Team (CBT), the event offered something
for everyone—health screenings, nutrition tips, health and financial planning, massages,
meditation, a Zumba demonstration, live musical performances by students and local
artists, and plenty of activities for the little ones, including sports clinics, a moon
bounce, and face painting.
“We planned this fair because it’s a great opportunity to put forth a collaborative
effort in which we can address the needs of our greater community by sharing resources
within and outside the University,” said TiRease Holmes, Chair of CBT and Director
of Off Campus and Commuter Communities at the University.
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CBS Radio Ebola Panel Features Faculty Experts

La Salle Art Museum
Awarded Grant to
Digitize Collection
The La Salle University Art Museum has
received a grant of $76,391 from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services
to help make the Art Museum’s collection
available online to a wider audience.

Daniel Rodriguez, Ph.D. (center), associate professor of public health, and Holly Harner, Ph.D., Chair of the Department of Urban Public Health and Nutrition, lend their expertise on the Ebola epidemic during a panel discussion with
WPHT radio host Dom Giordano, ’71.

Dom Giordano, ’71, broadcast his Nov. 6 WPHT (1210 AM) radio show from the lobby
of St. Benilde Tower. The show featured La Salle faculty members discussing “Ebola:
Fact vs. Fiction.”
The La Salle guests were Holly Harner, Ph.D., Chair of the Department of Urban
Public Health and Nutrition; Daniel Rodriguez, Ph.D., associate professor of public
health; Walter Schubert, Ph.D., professor of finance; Michael Boyle, Ph.D., ’98, associate
professor of political science; and Abass Johnson, a graduate student in the Master
of Public Health program who is a native of Liberia. Also appearing on the show was
Nora Jones, Ph.D., a professor of bioethics at Temple University.
The broadcast resulted from an exclusive year-long partnership into which the
University has entered with WPHT Talk Radio. Through the partnership, La Salle faculty
will be featured on air on WPHT to provide expert commentary and insight on topical
issues. The expert interviews will air Monday through Friday a minimum of four times
a month on four shows—Chris Stigall, Dom Giordano, Dick Morris, and Rick Zeoli.
A rebroadcast of the Ebola panel discussion, as well as other conversations with
La Salle faculty on WPHT, can be heard at cbsphilly.com/lasalle.

LA SALLE HAS RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING GRANTS:
•

Independence Blue Cross Foundation: $15,000 for the
La Salle Neighborhood Nursing Center Mature Health Connections Program

•

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts: $3,379 for operating support, exhibitions,
and public programs at the La Salle University Art Museum

•

Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation: $952,600 for the Stormwater
Management Incentives Program

•

Rutgers University: $10,000 to the School of Nursing and Health Sciences for
a sub-award titled “Efficacy of Interventions to Promote Research Careers”

•

Stockman Family Foundation: $14,000 for the conservation of two paintings
in the La Salle University Art Museum

•

The Stuart Piltch Family Partnership: $20,000 for the Writers Matter Program
in Israel and Palestine

•

Tyler Aaron Bookman Memorial Foundation: $10,000 for the Writers Matter
Program in Israel and Palestine

Through the Collections Database
Conversion program, the Art Museum staff
has begun to transfer about 4,000 artwork records from an outdated database
system to a more modern collections management system, said Klare Scarborough,
Ph.D., Director of the Art Museum.
The records include information such as
the title and date of artwork, the artist’s
name, nationality, and dates of birth and
death, and the medium of the artwork,
along with a good-quality downloadable
image of the artwork.
“After electronic records are moved
and new image files are created and
added to the system, we will launch a
Web kiosk, which will give our audiences
the ability to search La Salle’s art collection
and to download images for educational
use,” Scarborough said. “While the Art
Museum’s Web site currently provides
public access to images and information
for all artworks on display, the project will
establish a searchable online interface
to records for the entire collection.”
The La Salle Art Museum maintains
a comprehensive collection of European and American art, along with
special collections of non-Western
art and ancient art. Highlights
include paintings by Jacopo
Robusti (Tintoretto), Charles
Willson Peale, Henry Ossawa
Tanner, George Rouault, Edouard
Vuillard, Dorothea Tanning, and
Alex Katz; drawings by Salvator
Rosa, Eugène Delacroix and Edgar
Degas; etchings by Rembrandt,
Mary Cassatt and James McNeil
Whistler; and photographs by Andy
Warhol and Cindy Sherman.
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In Memoriam: Joseph W. Donovan, ’64
Joseph W. Donovan, ’64, who served
for 12 years as Assistant Vice President
for Marketing and Communication at
La Salle, died Nov. 23, at his home
in Berwyn, Pa. He was 71.
Raised in the Mayfair section of Northeast Philadelphia, Donovan graduated
from Father Judge High School in 1960.
He went on to attend La Salle College,
where he served as editor-in-chief of
The Collegian and graduated in 1964
with a degree in English.
After earning a master’s degree in
English from Niagara College in Lewiston,
N.Y., he moved to the Washington, D.C.,
area, where he would spend the next
18 years. He taught at Immaculata College
and served as chair of the English Department there, and he also worked as
a copy editor at US News and World
Report during that time. He taught
a mass media course at Strayer College,
which led to a career change into the
marketing and communication field. In
1985, he returned to Philadelphia and
for 14 years served as the Director of
Marketing and Public Relations at Thomas
Jefferson University’s College of Allied
Health Sciences. In 2000, he became
Assistant Vice President for Marketing
and Communication at La Salle, where
he remained for the rest of his career.
“It was a blessing having Joe as a
member of the senior University Advancement team,” said Brian Elderton, La Salle’s
Vice President for University Advancement. “He was a wonderful colleague
who became a good friend. He worked

1 9 5 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R William J.
Deery Jr., Ed.D. (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
is enjoying his retirement with his wife of
62 years, Dorothy.
1 9 5 1 Jerome P. Hofmann (B.A.) of Glen
Mills, Pa., celebrated his 63rd wedding anniversary with his wife, Jean, on Feb. 1, 2014.
1955
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extremely hard for an institution he loved,
had a great sense of humor, and brought
out the best in all of us, professionally
and personally.”
La Salle President Emeritus Brother
Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70,
worked with Donovan throughout much
of his presidency on day-to-day communication and public relations matters as
well as on larger-scale initiatives, including a University branding campaign and
planning for La Salle’s 150th anniversary
celebration.
“Joe was more than his achievements.
He was a complete gentleman and always
alert to the nuances of situations and
to the feelings and sensibilities of the
people around him,” Br. Michael said.
Donovan was also a longtime member
and a past president of CUPRAP, an association of communication professionals
in higher education, where he was valued
as a leader and mentor.
“At conferences, Joe was the guy walking around to the young professionals,
introducing himself and listening with
intense interest to their stories and
making them instantly feel part of the
organization,” Dennis Miller, Director of
Public Relations at Mansfield University
and a longtime CUPRAP colleague and
friend, wrote in a blog post after Donovan’s
passing. “In the 25 years I knew him,
I never heard Joe say a bad word about
anyone. And I never heard anyone speak
ill of him.”
Donovan retired from La Salle in 2012
after being diagnosed with amyotrophic
1960
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1 9 6 3 Louis D. Seymour (B.S.) of Cinnaminson N.J., celebrated his 59th wedding
anniversary with his wife, Margaret, on
Sept. 24, 2014.
Edward M. Slavish (B.S.) of Kaneohe, Hawaii,
retired and currently serves as the Vice
Chair of the Board of Governors for Shriners
Hospitals for Children—Honolulu.

lateral sclerosis (ALS). A devoted family
man, Donovan supported his wife and
children in all ways, professionally and
personally. He enjoyed good food and
wine, was a dedicated sports fan and
voracious reader of newspapers, literature, and poetry, and had a great
appreciation for comedy and music.
He is survived by his wife of 35 years,
Joanne Gillis-Donovan; three sons, David
Donovan, Michael Donovan, ’05, and
Brian Donovan, ’08; three grandchildren,
Rachel Donovan, Rebecca Snyder, and
Patrick Donovan; a great-granddaughter,
Violet Walter; and a sister, Anne Fusco.
Memorial contributions in Donovan’s
name can be made to The Joseph W.
Donovan Memorial Fund at La Salle, the
Melmark Chaitable Foundation, Holisticare Hospice, or the Greater Philadelphia
Chapter of the ALS Association.
1 9 6 4 Joseph P. Batory (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was a guest columnist
for the Delaware County Times.
1965
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1 9 6 6 Robert F. Moore, CPA (B.S.) of
Villanova, Pa., was elected to the All Century
Mid-Atlantic Conference (MAC) Swimming
Team by an online fan vote that was combined
with votes from the MAC Sports Information
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In Memoriam: Brother Edward Conway, F.S.C., ’60
Brother Edward Conway, F.S.C., ’60, a
longtime counselor at La Salle, died on
Nov. 30 at De La Salle Hall in Lincroft,
N.J. He was 77.

and Other Drug Education Center, who
worked with Br. Edward at La Salle for
several years and had been a friend for
more than 30 years. “He was all about
the students. He worked with some
of our most troubled students, and he
wasn’t easy on them, but you could tell
that they appreciated the opportunity
to learn from him.”

Br. Edward was born in Philadelphia
and entered the novitiate of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools in 1955. He
pronounced his perpetual vows in 1962
and had a long career as a teacher and
counselor before retiring in 2008.
He taught biology for 13 years, from
1964 to 1977, at La Salle College High
School, where he also served as moderator
of the football team. The 1972 yearbook
was dedicated to Br. Edward, calling him
an “inspiration to team morale through
his actions behind the scene.”
He also taught at St. John’s College
High School in Washington, D.C.; worked
in campus ministry at South Hills Catholic
High School and Seton-La Salle High
School in Pittsburgh; and was a teacher
and campus minister at West Catholic
High School and De La Salle in Towne

in Philadelphia and at St. Gabriel’s Hall
in Audubon, Pa., prior to joining La Salle
University’s staff in 2001.
In his role as an alcohol and drug counselor, he saw more than 200 students
a year, spending most of his work days,
with the exception of an hour for lunch
and daily Mass, meeting with students.
“He, in so many ways, was the
epitome of the Brothers,” said Kate
Ward-Gaus, Director of La Salle’s Alcohol

Br. Edward continued to live in the
Brothers’ De La Salle Community on
the University’s campus during his
retirement and also continued to cofacilitate meetings of a group of students
with family members with substance
abuse issues. According to Ward-Gaus,
one member of the group who has since
graduated said of Br. Edward, “The
lessons he taught me will stay with me
for the rest of my life.”
He is survived by a brother, Joseph
Conway, and three sisters, Mary Spence,
Grace Mannery, and Gertrude Conway.

Directors. He was inducted into La Salle’s
Hall of Athletes in 2012.

1 9 6 7 Rev. Robert J. Fritz (B.A.) of Cherry
Hill, N.J., relocated to the Manor at St. Mary’s
in Cherry Hill, N.J., from St. John Neumann
Parish in North Cape May.
1 9 6 9 Dennis R. McGrath (B.A.) of Bala
Cynwyd, Pa., co-authored Deeper Learning:
How Eight Innovative Public Schools are
Transforming Education in the 21st Century.
Kelly Meeneghan, ’09, and David Peters, ’08, were married on May 17, 2014, with many La Salle alumni in attendance.
(From left) Eric Glick, ’08, Anthony Sibilla, Christina Celano, ’08, Christopher Ozar, ’08, Katherine Pape, ’08,
Wayne Kuehner, ’08, Allison (Myers) Hutchison, ’09, bride Kelly (Meeneghan) Peters, ’09, groom David Peters, ’08,
Jason Pousley, ’09, Michelle Kukawski, ’09, Christopher Butera, ’09, Michael Stringer, ’08, Jay Butler, ’08, Courtney
Pugh, ’12, and Corey Hanson, ’08.
La Salle Magazine welcomes notes from our alumni on all of your achievements and other news.
Please use the form at the end of our Notes section, “We Want to Hear About You!,” to submit
your news. Or, log onto La Salle Alumni Online at www.lasalle.edu/alumni using the seven-digit
La Salle ID found on the mailing label of this magazine. Please allow up to six months for your
information to appear in the magazine due to space limitations and our publication schedule.
We accept photos as well and print them as space permits. E-mail digital photos that are at least
300 dpi and approximately 4 by 6 inches to butcher@lasalle.edu. The University reserves the right
to edit submissions for content, accuracy, and length.

1 9 7 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Guy M.
Nardella Jr., M.D. (B.A.) of Media, Pa., was
appointed System Medical Director of
Wound Healing and Hyperbaric Centers
for Main Line Health and is the Medical
Campus Chief for the Wound Healing and
Hyberbaric Center at Riddle Hospital.
1 9 7 1 John M. Kaffenberg (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was promoted to program
manager in the Transfer Pricing Operations
office of the Internal Revenue Service in
Washington, D.C.
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Honoring a Little Girl with a Big Heart
Now a healthy and thriving 3-year-old, Cara
McGettigan underwent open-heart surgery
at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia as
a newborn, inspiring her parents to found
a nonprofit organization to support other
children and families at CHOP.

McGettigans had to rent a U-Haul truck
to deliver all of the toys because the four
SUVs they had used the year before just
couldn’t contain them all.

When Mary (McLaughlin) McGettigan, ’05,
was six months pregnant, she and her
husband, Don, received news that their
baby had several heart defects and they
would have to deliver at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s Special Delivery
Unit for immediate evaluation by cardiac
experts. On Nov. 17, 2011, little Cara
Ann McGettigan made her way into the
world. At one day old, she underwent
open-heart surgery, and the journey
of Cara’s Sweethearts began.
Just eight days after surgery, Cara
was on her way home. The doctors were
so impressed with her progress that
one even said, “I don’t think Cara got
the memo that she had heart surgery;
she is just like every healthy newborn.”
But many of the other families the
McGettigans met during their days and
nights at CHOP were not as fortunate.
Of all the babies in their pod at the
hospital, Cara was the only one to have
a stay shorter than three months.

Joseph F. Majdan, M.D., FACP (B.S.) of
Newtown, Pa., was elected President of
the Sidney Kimmel Medical College Alumni
Association. He is an associate professor
of medicine and Director of Professional
Development at the Sidney Kimmel Medical
College at Thomas Jefferson University.

1 9 7 3 Alan J. Ash (B.A.) of Essex Falls,
N.J., was named Realtor of the Year by
the West Essex Board of Realtors.
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After they brought baby Cara home
to her excited big sister, Leah, they
started to think about what they could
do for some of those families. They
wanted a way to say “thank you” for
the exceptional care their little girl had
received at CHOP and for the personal
touches that made the harrowing
experience just a little bit easier—like
the donated meals they enjoyed during
Cara’s stay instead of cafeteria food.

Their second annual Beats From The
Heart Fundraiser in October far exceeded
their expectations. A large portion of
the proceeds was donated to CHOP’s
Cardiac Social Work Emergency Fund
and will fund at least a one-month stay
for a family at PRMH. With the remaining proceeds, Cara’s Sweethearts provides
meals at PRMH as guest chefs, provides
catered meals to families visiting their
children at the hospital, donates supplies
to CHOP’s Child Life Development Team,
and hopes to one day sponsor a room
at PRMH.

In fall 2012, they began collecting toys
to donate to CHOP and the Philadelphia
Ronald McDonald House (PRMH). Their
first holiday toy drive that December
received such an overwhelmingly positive
response that, in 2013, they created
Cara’s Sweethearts, a nonprofit organization that offers hope and support to
children and families at CHOP and PRMH.

The McGettigan family looks forward
to organizing a family-friendly event in
the coming year so Leah and Cara can
directly participate in the fundraising
efforts. “The moral of our story is: Cara
is great, Cara is healthy—we were so
fortunate to experience the care that
we did at CHOP, and this is our way of
giving back to the families, the hospital,
and the community,” McGettigan said.

Now in its third year, the Cara’s
Sweethearts annual toy drive has
continued to flourish. Last year, the

For more information about Cara’s
Sweethearts and how you can donate or
volunteer, visit www.carasweethearts.org.
—Melanie Stauble, M.A. ’13
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Alice B. Kenyon (B.S.) of Fort Pierce, Fla.,
will be returning to the Philadelphia area
from the Port St. Lucie Police Department,
where she runs the pre-arrest juvenile
diversion program.

1975

1 9 7 4 Stanley F. Gora Jr. (B.A.) of Rio
Grande, N.J., retired after 35 years as a
county social worker and is living outside
of Cape May, N.J.

1 9 7 8 Mary Ann (Walz) Schmitt (B.A.)
of Manassas, Va., was elected President
of the Virginias Collegiate Honors Council.

REUNION YEAR

1 9 7 7 Diane M. Glendon (B.A.) of Boynton
Beach, Fla., retired after 35 years of service
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

1980
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Opening Up a World of Opportunity

For the United States to hold a competitive edge in the global economy,
it is vital to increase the number of American professionals in the science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields. New Jersey, in particular,
suffers from a shortage of qualified STEM teachers who can pique student
interest in these areas.
The Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation is hoping young professionals like Brandon Washington, ’10, can change that. To attract talented
individuals with STEM backgrounds into teaching in high-need secondary
schools in some of New Jersey’s poorest communities, the foundation created
the Woodrow Wilson New Jersey Teaching Fellowships. New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie announced the launch of the program back in December 2012,
making New Jersey one of five states participating in this specialized initiative.
Washington is one of the inaugural recipients—one of 50 carefully
selected fellows named earlier this year. “It truly is a honor and privilege.
I’m excited for the opportunity to shape the young minds of our nation,
especially in our city,” he said.
The Philadelphia native, who majored in Integrated Science, Business,
and Technology (ISBT) at La Salle, received a $30,000 stipend to complete
a cutting-edge master’s degree program at The College of New Jersey (TCNJ).
In exchange, he has committed to teaching for three years in New Jersey’s
most underserved public schools, with ongoing support and mentoring from
the foundation. With a professional background working in IT, Washington
is excited to provide a different kind of support to the workforce and to make
an impact on young students.
He began classes at TCNJ in June 2014 and started student teaching this
fall in the technology department at Hamilton High School West in Hamilton,
N.J. “As an African American, I want to give back to kids of my culture,
provide them with knowledge and information so they know all of their
potential career options,” Washington said.
—Janine Monico, ’07

(Left) Washington helps a student at Hamilton High School West in
Hamilton, N.J., with research for a roof design project. (Right) Years
after his passing, Ron Washington remains a legendary presence
on South Street, memorialized in this mural on the Royal Theater
at 15th and South streets.

RIBS ON THE SIDE
While Washington spends his weekdays trying
to give his students a flavor for opportunities in
science, technology, engineering, and math, he
hasn’t lost his appetite for the family business.
On his off days, Washington, an executive board
member of the South Street West Business
Association, is working to revive Ron’s Ribs—
the well-known South Street favorite his father
opened in 1984.
When Ron Washington, ’70, passed away
suddenly in 2002, Ron’s brother Kevin stepped
in to run the South Street barbeque spot, which
eventually closed in 2010. With the help of
friends, family, and the local community, Brandon
Washington is now crowdfunding by selling Ron’s
Ribs T-shirts and holding benefits in the hopes
of bringing the family business back to life.
“Other than the blood, sweat, and tears my
family has put into Ron’s Ribs for so long, I feel
it’s important to revive it for all the patrons that
have stopped me to tell me stories about their
experiences with the restaurant because they are
the reason the business thrived for so long,” he
said. “I want to bring it back it to continue the
tradition, a South Street tradition that will live on.”
WINTER 2014–15
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In Memoriam: Ralph Tekel, Ph.D.
Ralph Tekel, Ph.D., a retired professor of
chemistry at La Salle, died Oct. 8.
He was 94.

perfluoroheptane, had the right properties of a refrigerant used in the process
of separation.”

He was one of the last surviving scientists to have worked on the Manhattan
Project—unwittingly, according to
his family.

A native New Yorker, Tekel attended
Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute (now part
of New York University) and later earned
a Ph.D. in chemistry from Purdue in
1949. After settling in Philadelphia,
Tekel worked in chemical development in
the pharmaceutical industry for various
companies, including Wyeth Laboratories
and National Drugs.

“His graduate student group at Purdue
University, led by Dr. Henry Hass, was
known as ‘Project 220,’” said his daughter, Billie Elias. “They had been engaged
in preparing Freon-like materials called
fluorocarbons.”
“Not until after World War II did they
learn that these were used to separate
U²³5F6 and U²³8F6 isotopes,” Elias
said. “The product the team sought,

From 1965 until his retirement in
1985, Tekel was a professor of organic
chemistry at La Salle. In addition, he
served on La Salle’s recommendations
panel for medical school applicants, and

1 9 8 1 Shakeel H. Kadri (MBA) of Allentown,
Pa., was named Executive Director of the
Center for Chemical Process Safety of the
American Institute of Chemical Engineers in
New York City. He is the Director of Global
Process Safety and Risk Management at
Air Products and Chemicals Inc.

Communications Director for the White
House Conference on Aging.

Gregory J. Nowak, Esq. (B.A.) of Conshohocken,
Pa., continues to chair the monthly Pepper
Hamilton LLP hedge fund roundtable in New
York City.

1 9 8 8 Anthony M. Steel (M.A.) of Cronulla,
Australia, earned a graduate certificate in
higher education at the Institute for Advancing Community Engagement at Australian
Catholic University in Sydney. He teaches
theology and in the University’s core
curriculum.

1 9 8 2 Rev. Joseph L. Coffey (B.A.) was
named Command Chaplain of the USS
George Washington CVN73 and Carrier
Taskforce 70, stationed in Yokosuka, Japan.
1 9 8 5 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Michele
M. Patrick (B.A.) of Arlington, Va., is the

1 9 8 6 Michael P. Bradley (B.A.) of Somerset,
N.J., is part of the business intelligence
support team in hematology at Bayer
Pharmaceuticals.

1 9 8 9 Joanie D. Alston, MBA, NHA, R.N. (BSN)
of Harrisburg, Pa., received a notary certification and completed her paralegal studies.

he and his wife endowed a scholarship
for chemistry students.
Tekel is survived by his wife, Lillian;
daughters Billie Elias and Linda Beelitz;
stepdaughters Debbie and Cindy
Stevens; and three grandchildren.
1 9 9 0 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Scott G.
Roper (B.S.) of Baltimore, Md., was appointed
Executive Director of the Maryland Emergency
Number Systems Board.
1 9 9 1 Jonathan R. Jones (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., celebrated 20 years of
marriage with his wife, Rita Mary R. Jones
(BSN ’96).
1 9 9 3 Lawrence C. Berran (B.S.) of
Downingtown, Pa., was elected to the
Board of Directors of ARI Mutual Insurance
Companies.
1995
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1 9 9 6 Rebecca Acevedo (B.A.) of
Pennsauken, N.J., was appointed by JP
Morgan Chase to serve as Communications
Director for Chase Card Services.
Rita Mary R. Jones (BSN) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
celebrated 20 years of marriage with her
husband, Jonathan R. Jones (B.S. ’91).
Loredana B. (Sesso) Mroz (B.A.) and her
husband, Benjamin Mroz, welcomed
a daughter, Analisa, in September 2013
and a son, Santino, in September 2014.

2000
Meghan Shaginaw, ’08, married Brian Shott in May 2014, and many La Salle friends joined in the celebration. (From left)
Anthony Nardone, ’07, Kaitlyn Muller, ’07, Michael Farrell, ’07, Martha Pienkowski, ’07, groom Brian Shott, bride Meghan
Shaginaw Shott, ’08, Misty Velasques, ’07, Ashley Moore Kerwin, ’07, Natalie Virgilio, ’08, and Andrew Solimeo, ’09.
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2 0 0 3 Kevin P. Brady (B.A.) of Runnemede,
N.J., appeared on Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire in September 2014. His best

notes

La Salle Alumni Take Home Multiple Emmys

Several La Salle alumni have shiny
new additions to their home or office
decor in the form of Emmy Awards
for their achievements in broadcast
journalism this year. (Pictured from left)
Dennis T. Owens, ’84, an anchor and
reporter at WHTM abc27 in Harrisburg,
Pa., won a Mid-Atlantic Regional Emmy
Award in the Public/Current/Community
Affairs Feature/Segment category for his
report on “Goodwill’s Good Deal.”
Albert T. Vertino III, ’93, won two
national Sports Emmy Awards for

friend, Patrick Hackett (B.A.), who won
$250,000 last season on the same TV
game show, was called on as Brady’s “+1”
lifeline to help him answer a question about
a musical prodigy.
Amy Leonard Nickerson (B.A.) of Bristol,
Pa., earned a Master of Science in higher
education administration from Drexel
University in September 2014.

Outstanding Studio Show—Daily for Inside
the NBA on TNT: Playoffs and Outstanding
Studio Show—Weekly for Inside the NBA
on TNT. He is Senior Vice President
of Programming at Turner Sports and
General Manager of NBA Digital.
Andrew C. Greth, ’02, an associate
producer, and Kevin C. Feeney, ’06,
a coordinating producer at Comcast
SportsNet, both won Mid-Atlantic
Regional Emmy Award in the Sports—
Daily or Weekly Program category for
Wells Fargo SportsNite.

2 0 0 5 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Jeff Leauby
(B.S.) of Fort Washington, Pa., has joined
The Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia’s
board of directors. One of his first endeavors
is participating in the Orchestra’s “Young
Friends” initiative.
Kellie (Fagan) McMurtrie and her husband,
Joe, welcomed a daughter, Julia Marie.

Jillian B. Mele, ’05, an anchor and
reporter at NBC 10 in Philadelphia, won
a Mid-Atlantic Regional Emmy Award in
the Sports—Program One-Time Special
category for Going For Gold.
Matthew R. DeLucia, ’07, a reporter
at NBC 10 in Philadelphia, won a 2014
Mid-Atlantic Regional Emmy Award
in the On-Camera Talent—Reporter—
General Assignment category.

2 0 0 8 Daniel J. Kenworthy (B.S.) married
Raven N. Valdes (B.A. ’09).
2 0 0 9 Susanne M. LaFrankie-Principato
(M.A.) of Haddonfield, N.J., is the White
House correspondent for EWTN, the global
Catholic network.
Fred L. Massanova (B.S.) of Plymouth
Meeting, Pa., was recognized as a partner

In Memoriam
1 9 5 1 Edwin J. Garcia (B.S.) of San Juan,
Puerto Rico, on Sept. 11, 2014.

Richard W. Plant (B.A.) of Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., on Aug. 21, 2014.

1 9 6 7 John K. Hurley (B.A.) of Boston,
Mass., on Aug. 1, 2014.

1 9 5 2 Donald J. Burkhimer (B.A.) of
Los Angeles, Calif., on Sept. 14, 2014.

The Rev. Joseph W. Weller (B.S.) of Lansdale,
Pa., on July 12, 2013.

1 9 7 4 Louis P. DeScioli (B.A.) of Egg
Harbor Township, N.J., on Oct. 2, 2014.

1 9 5 4 Hugh Boag Jr. (B.A., B.S. ’88)
of Churchville, Pa., on Dec. 15, 2013.

1 9 6 0 Donald J. Davis (B.S.) of Philadelphia
Pa., on June 10, 2014.

1 9 7 6 Dennis W. Gardner (B.S.) of Lima,
Ohio, on July 1, 2014.

John J. Fossett (B.S.) of Galloway Township,
N.J., on July 5, 2014.

William C. Hone of Medford, Mass., on
Oct. 4, 2013.

1 9 9 4 Eric W. Patton (B.A.) of Newark,
N.J., on Sept. 17, 2013.

Marvin N. Kallish, M.D. (B.S.) of West Palm
Beach, Fla., on July 27, 2013.

1 9 6 4 John P. Penders, Esq. (B.A.) of Media
Pa., on June 2, 2014.

2 0 0 1 Aubrey M. Pappas (B.A.) of North
Brunswick, N.J., on Oct. 2, 2014.
WINTER 2014–15

31

notes

In Memoriam: Brother Nicholas G. Sullivan, F.S.C., Ph.D.
Brother Nicholas G. Sullivan, F.S.C., Ph.D., a former biology professor at La Salle,
died on Oct. 4 at De La Salle Hall, a nursing facility for Christian Brothers in Lincroft,
N.J. He was 86.
A Philadelphia native, Br. Nicholas was a graduate of La Salle College High School
and joined the Christian Brothers in 1945. After earning a Ph.D. from the University
of Notre Dame in biology-speleology (the study of caves) in 1962, Br. Nicholas joined
the Biology Department at La Salle.
In 1965, he started the University’s Earth Science program, which started as
a non-degree program and later grew to encompass more than 20 majors. Br. Nicholas
became a faculty member at Manhattan College in New York in 1979, and he later
served on the faculty at St. Francis College in New York from 1985 until his retirement in 1994.
Br. Nicholas explored more than 50 caves on several continents and also served
as President of the Explorer’s Club in New York City, whose members included
oceanographer Jacques Cousteau.
He is survived by a sister, Sister Florence Edward Sullivan, S.S.J.
with the accounting and advisory firm Baker
Tilly Virchow Krause LLP. He provides audit
services to manufacturing, distribution, and
technology companies, financial institutions,
construction and real estate companies,
and employee benefit plans. He serves
on the Board of Directors for the Economy
League of Greater Philadelphia.

Raven N. Valdes (B.A.) married Daniel J.
Kenworthy (B.S. ’08).

2 0 1 0 Whitney R. Pailin (MCC) married
Christian A. Rhodes.

2 0 1 3 Heather A. Grossmuller (B.S., MBA ’14)
of Southampton, Pa., authored an article,
“The Ethical Supply Chain Initiative,” which
is featured on mypurchasingcenter.com.

2 0 1 1 Brandee A. Schoenberger (BSN)
married Jeffrey C. Fonseca (B.A.).

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information by logging into La Salle Alumni Online at www.lasalle.edu/alumni using the
seven-digit La Salle ID found on the mailing label of this magazine.
Name:
Degree:

			
Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

E-mail:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
admission
planned giving

News:

chapter activities
alumni-admission recruiting
volunteer activities
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I GIVE BECAUSE ...

LA SALLE MAGAZINE
Philadelphia, PA 19141

LASALLIAN DAY OF GIVING
EXPLORERS GIVE BACK
3.20.15

Last year, almost 900 Explorers raised more than $84,000
in 24 hours in honor of the University’s Charter Day.
This year our goal is to commemorate 1863, the year
of La Salle’s founding, by achieving 1,863 donors.
When you give on 3.20.15, tell us why. Is it because of a professor,
a mentor, a classmate, a teammate, a tradition, a lesson learned?
Use the sign on the inside back cover of this magazine—make it
large and legible for all to see.

On March 20, make a gift, snap a photo, and share!

#LASALLE1863

